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Introduction
India has a very strong cultural heritage and Music is an integral part of it. In earlie

days Music was considered as an instrument to connect with the God and Goddesses an
gradually became a source of entertainment for the society. Lately it has taken a shape
commercial activity. where women folk are portrayed as a commodity. It is saddening to se
that the women, whom we used to worship, has been coined as an ‘Item Girl’ in today's popul
music Radio, Television and You tube are playing a vital role in the way we perceive a
construct gender, and now, popular music has started to play an important part as well. Fo
Music of each part of India still has a feel of cultural heritage, but the latest trend of Remix
the popular North Indian Songs have started taking different shape these days. Popular musi
plays an important role in the way we shape our views, because a song on the top of the char
would sell hundreds and hundreds of copies and would be played over and over again on th
Radio, Telewision and You tube, receiving even more exposure and popularity. No one car
about the messages that the songs are spreading to all the listeners. Music not only has social
content, but it can also encourage the listeners to adopt a viewpaint towards its content. Many
songs portray women as being property and sex symbol or simply show lack of respect for
women as human beings. Some songs are filled with violent, raunchy language, sometimes
blatant references to lewd sexual acts Even though these songs show negative aspect of
women, but they themselves would still listen to those songs, support and promote the artist by
buying their CD's in large numbers and sending likes or subscribing the link of those songs on
You Tube which helps in popularnzing the song and the artist too. Unfortunately, there are to
many songs that would be an excellent example of these degrading lyrics. With the influentia
power of music, it 1s all natural that it can affect us both positively and negatively. It is reall
unfortunate that the popular music of today, tends to support patriarchy and portrays women |
a negative way. All of these aspects play a vital role in gender construction because when
song is portraying these different roles and it is getting played numerous times, then tha
means, a lot of people are listening to that song and either consciously or unconsciously being
affected by it. This paper aims to bring forth the image of women depicted in today's popula
music and the sleps 1o be taken o rectify the patriarchal image and giving women their du
respect
Portrayal of women in Folk Music of North Western India

Women's folk songs of North India chiefly describe the household environment an
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